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catch the P. and O. steamer, Shah Jahan^ from Marseilles
the following November,
At first Olga visited the invalid out of compassion,
but soon began to derive real pleasure from her conversa-
tions with him. Ali Beg was well read, and was en-
chanted to find that he could interest and impress Olga
with his knowledge of English literature. As soon as
his first bankers' remittance arrived, he handed Olga
ten pounds, and begged her to obtain from Prague a
number of English books, in order, so he said, to have
the pleasure of reading his favourites with her, The
gkl was delighted to have an opportunity of practising
her mother tongue, as well as of renewing acquaintance
with British authors, and Ali, as soon as he heard that
Olga was a pianist, pretended great enthusiasm for
European music, of which he did actually know more
than the average Indian.
So pleasantly did the days slip by for Ali that he
malingered, and it was the middle of August before, on
the repeated representations of the doctors, he consented
to leave the hospital* By this time he had abandoned
crutches, but still walked with sticks, and, as he had
increased in weight during his ten weeks' inactivity, he
looked considerably older than his actual age, which
was thirty-two. He decided to remove to the inn,
where he attended assiduously every concert, and
obtained Olga's permission to sit in her sanctum while
she practised. She was touched by the patient manner
in which he would remain silent while she did her daily
drill of scales, arpeggios and passage-work, never
interrupting, nor urging that they should go and enjoy
the sunshine outside. Ali seemed so lonely, so sincere,
and the thought of his approaching return to India
seemed to give him so little pleasure, that Olga felt
extremely sorry for him. He told her that he was only
going home as a duty, because all his brothers had died,
and he felt it to be incumbent upon him to be near his